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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Redditch  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  a  Report  on  the  health  of  Redditch  for 
the  year  1948,  and  on  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Health  Department. 

The  population  showed  a  further  substantial  increase,  and  at  the  year 
end  was  recorded  at  27,900.  While  the  steadily  rising  population  of  the  town 
shows  its  virility  and  means  that  even  better  services  and  amenities  can  be 
provided,  it  increases  the  housing  problem. 

The  vital  statistics  gave  cause  for  satisfaction.  Both  the  death  rate  and 
the  infant  death  rate,  though  possible  of  further  improvement,  were  sub¬ 
stantially  lower  than  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  remained 
well  above  the  pre-war  figure  though  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Apart  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  none  of  which 
obtained  a  high  incidence,  the  town  was  almost  completely  free  from  infectious 
disease.  Diphtheria,  once  a  common  scourge  of  childhood,  has  now  become 
almost  a  clinical  curiosity,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  Whooping 
Cough  will  follow  suit.  The  black  spot  was  Tuberculosis;  the  number  of 
cases  on  the  register  rose  considerably  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the 
suffering  it  causes,  it  entails  an  enormous  economic  loss  to  the  community 
and  must  be  regarded  as  our  chief  public  health  problem.  I  give  two  factors 
which  must  contribute  materially  to  the  increased  incidence  of  the  disease — 
lack  of  houses,  with  consequent  poor  living  conditions  and  overcrowding,  and 
lack  of  hospital  facilities. 

Our  main  sanitary  problem  has  been  housing,  which  has  many  aspects. 
I  have  drawn  attention  to  the  magnitude  of  this  problem  which  daily  becomes 
more  apparent,  and  one  cannot  help  feeling  that  an  entirely  different  national 
approach  to  this  urgent  problem  is  necessary. 

During  the  year,  consequent  on  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  the  ambulance  service  and  the  immunisation 
service  passed  to  the  County  Council,  while  the  provision  of  isolation  hospital 
facilities  became  a  duty  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  who  took  over  the 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bromsgrove.  The  hospital  was  undoubtedly 
an  uneconomic  unit  to  run,  and  must  have  become  increasingly  so  with  the 
rapid  decline  in  the  number  ot  cases  of  infectious  disease  ;  but  the  isolation 
hospitals  have  played  a  valuable  part  in  the  prevention  of  disease  as  well  as 
in  its  cure. 

I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  lively  interest  they  have  taken  during  the  year  in  the  work 
of  the  Department,  and  in  particular  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Howard  Bird,  whose 
help,  wisdom  and  advice  were  invaluable  ;  to  congratulate  members  of  the 
Staff  of  the  Department  on  a  successful  year’s  work,  and  to  thanK  our  colleagues 
of  the  Council’s  5taff  for  their  helpful  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  BASTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  Area 


Area  —  12,059  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid  1948  —  27,900 

„  1947  —  26,680 
„  1946  —  26,040 
„  1938  —  22,560 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  end  ol  1948  —  8,292 

„  „  1947  —  7,893 

„  „  1946  —  7,574 

„  „  1938  —  7,116 


Rateable  Value,  1st  October,  1948  —  £144,439 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  —  £560 


VITAL  STATISTICS* 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

!  253 

233 

486 

Illegitimate 

9 

1 

11 

20 

Total 

j  262 

244 

506 

BIRTH  RATE  (Births  per  1,000  population) : — 


-  ^  <'hO' 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1938  1948  (England  &  Wales). 

18.14 

20.13 

20.4 

14.5  17.9 

ILLEGITIMACY  RATE  (Total 
total  live  births)  : — 

live  illegitimate  births  per  1,000 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1938 

39.5 

55.9 

84.7 

38.1 
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STILL-BIRTHS 


STILL-BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

8 

11 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

8 

11 

STILL-BIRTH  RATE  (Still-births  per  13000  total  population) : — 

1948  1947  1946  1938  1948  (England  &  Wales) 

0.39  0.45  0.54  0.58  0.42 

DEATHS. 


DEATHS 

M 

F 

Total 

142 

165 

307 

DEATH  RATE  (Deaths  per  1,000  population) : — 

1948  1947  1946  1938  1948  (England  &  Wales) 

11.00  12.74  9.9  11.8  10.8 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

Other  maternal  cause 

1 

Total 

1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Maternal  Deaths  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still)  Births) : — 

1948  1947  1946  1938  1948  (England  &  Wales) 


1.9 


Nil 


Nil  2.95 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

1  YEAR 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

15 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

10 

6 

16 

INFANT  DEATH  RATE  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age, 
all  causes,  per  1,000  live  births) : — - 


j 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1938 

1948  ; 

England 
&  Wales  ! 

Legitimate 

30.86 

39.11 

24.7 

41.4 

— 

Illegitimate 

50.00 

Nil 

66.7 

142.8 

i 

Total 

31.62 

39.11 

28.2 

45.7 

34.00 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  &  ENTERITIS  UNDER  2 
YEARS  OF  AGE. 


Male 

0 

Female 

1 

Total 

1 

RATE  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS. 

1948  1948  (England  &  Wales) 


1.91 


3.3 
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CAUSES 

OF  DEATH 

IN  THE 

REDDITCH 

URBAN  DISTRICT,  1918. 

Mortality 

Mortality 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M 

F 

Total 

1,000 

f,000 

Pop.  1948 

Pop.  1947 

1.  Typhoid  &  paratyphoid 

fevers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.04 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.04 

5.  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Pvespira- 

tory  system 

4 

8 

12 

0.43 

0.52 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

culosis 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

0.04 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.15 

9.  Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

0 

10.  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.04 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12.  Acute  infectious 

encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0.04 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and 

eosoph.  and  uterus. 

1 

5 

6 

0.21 

0.04 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum 

8 

5 

13 

0.47 

0.30 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

0 

8 

8 

0.29 

0.11 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

22 

17 

39 

1.40 

1.57 

17.  Diabetes 

0 

4 

4 

0.14 

0.11 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions 

23 

16 

39 

1.40 

1.69 

19.  Heart  diseases 

35 

47 

82 

2.95 

4.12 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circu- 

latory  system 

4 

6 

10 

0.36 

0.22 

21.  Bronchitis 

8 

3 

11 

0.40 

0.40 

22.  Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

0.29 

0.52 

23.  Other  respiratory 

diseases 

5 

0 

5 

0.18 

0.15 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

duodenum 

4 

0 

4 

0.14 

0.11 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

0.07 

26.  Appendicitis 

o 

3 

3 

0.11 

0.07 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

0.18 

0.19 

28.  Nephritis 

3 

4 

7 

0.25 

0.37 

29.  Puerperal  and  post- 

abortion  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

0 

31.  Premature  birth 

5 

2 

7 

0.25 

0.15 

32.  Congenital  malforma- 

tions,  birth  injuries, 

etc. 

1 

3 

4 

0.14 

0.33 

33.  Suicide 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

0.07 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

0.11 

0.26 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

6 

4 

10 

0.36 

0.26 

36.  All  other  causes 

4 

18 

22 

0.79 

0.71 

TOTAL 

142 

165 

307 

11.0 

12.75 
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COMMENT  ON  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  population,  at  27,900,  shows  a  further  substantial  increase,  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  of  1,220  ;  of  this,  199  is  due  to  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  the  rest  teing  accounted  for  by  immigration.  This  continued  immigra¬ 
tion  must  further  complicate  our  housing  problem,  and  it  does  seem  that  as 
families  are  rehoused  from  unsatisfactory  conditions  their  former  residences 
are  quickly  filled.  Presumably  our  nearness  to  Birmingham  is  a  big  factor 
here. 


THE  BIRTH  RATJb  (18.14),  though  slightly  lower  than  last  year, 
is  still  above  pre-war  and  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  (17.9). 
The  illegitimate  birth  rate  (39.5)  shows  a  further  marked  reduction  and  is 
now  comparable  with  the  pre-war  figure  (38.1).  The  still-birth  rate  (0.39  per 
1,000  population)  shows  a  further  improvement  on  the  previous  year  (0.45) 
and  is  below  the  figure  for  the  whole  country  (0.42). 


THE  DEATH  RATE  (11.00)  shows  a  reduction  compared  with  the 
previous  year  (12.74).  It  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  whole  country 
(10.8).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  by  percentage  (1947 
figures  in  brackets)  : — 


1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  (including  Intra-cranial  vas- 


cular  lesions) 

42.7%  of  all  deaths 

(47.4) 

2.  Cancer  (all  forms)  .  ... 

21*5%  „  ,,  ,, 

(15.9) 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

8.5%  ,,  ,,  ,, 

(8.5) 

4.  Tuberculosis  .  . 

4.2%  ,,  ,,  ,, 

(4.4) 

The  percentage  of  deaths  falling  in  the  major  groups  shows  some 
variation  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  (including  the  deaths  in 
old  age)  shows  a  reduction  to  42.7%,  but  still  constitute  the  major  group. 

Both  the  number  and  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  show  a  further 
increase,  rather  more  than  one  death  in  five  now  being  due  to  cancer.  This 
rise  in  deaths  due  to  cancer  appears  to  be  a  general  tendency,  due  partly,  perhaps, 
to  more  accurate  diagnosis,  and  probably  to  a  greater  extent  to  the  fact  that 
cancer  is  more  a  disease  of  the  later  years  of  life,  and  progress  in  preventive 
medicine  has  enabled  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  population  to  reach 
later  life,  and  due,  probably  to  some  extent,  to  an  actual  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  cancer.  These  tendencies  are  shown  quite  clearly  by  the  study  of  previous 
annual  reports  ;  unfortunately,  so  far,  the  cause  of  cancer  has  not  yet  been 
definitely  ascertained  and  at  present  our  only  defence  against  it  is  to  advise 
the  public  to  obtain  early  treatment. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  show  a  further  slight  fall  in  proportion 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Deaths  from  the  main  infectious  diseases  were  reduced  to  one,  from 
influenza,  a  state  of  affairs  which  one  earnestly  hopes  will  continue. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  by  percentage  of  deaths 
according  to  age  : — 


DEATHS  BY  AGE, 

1948 

Age  in  years 

Of 

/o 

0—  1 

5.64 

1—14 

1.62 

15-24 

1.62 

25—64  . 

35.48 

65  and  over 

55.64 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  causes  associated  with  child-bearing, 
which  low  figure  tends  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the  town’s  midwifery  services. 
Though  the  figure  of  1.9  maternal  deaths  per  thousand  total  births  appears  to 
compare  unfavourably  with  the  national  figure  of  1 .02,  this  cannot  be  considered 
of  any  significance  as  it  is  based  on  a  figure  of  only  one  death. 


THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (31.62)  shows  a  substantial 
reduction  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  39.11,  and  is  below  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales,  34.0.  Altogether,  counting  still-births  and  infant 
deaths,  only  27  children  out  of  517  failed  to  reach  one  year  of  age.  The  rate  of 
infant  mortality  has  reached  a  very  low  level  and  it  is  doubtful  if,  with  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge,  it  could  be  reduced  much  further.  We  can 
only  anticipate  from  now  on  small  reductions  each  year.  When  one  considers 
the  reduction  which  has  taken  place  within  the  last  fifty  years  or  so — in  1900 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  children  born  alive  out  of  each  thousand  died 
before  attaining  the  age  of  one,  compared  with  thirty-two  last  year — the  progress 
made  can  be  appreciated.  The  principal  credit  for  this  must  go  to  the  Infant 
Welfare  Services,  and  to  environmental  improvements. 
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SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

Services  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  County  Council,  as  Welfare  and  Education  Authority, 
provides  the  majority  of  the  personal  health  services  for  the  District. 
These  services  include  : — 

(a)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic 

Situation 

Time  of  Holding  j 

Redditch  Infant 

Welfare  Centre 

Old  Vicarage, 
Bromsgrove  Road 

Monday  and  Tuesday 

2  p.m. 

Astwood  Bank  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 
(including  Diphtheria 
immunisation) 

Church  Hall, 
Astwood  Bank 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays, 

2  p.m. 

Feckenliam  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 
(including  Diphtheria 
immunisation) 

Village  Hall, 
Feckenham 

1st  Wednesdays, 

2  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage 

Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  j 

Ante-natal  Clinic 

Church  Hall, 
Astwood  Bank 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays 

School  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage 

Thursdays,  11.30  a.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage 

Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  10  a.m. 

Orthopoedic  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage 

Mondays,  10  a.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage 

■ . -  "  '  ■"  .  1 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

The  Dispensary, 

Elm  Road 

Fridays,  2  p.m. 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

Old  Vicarage 

2nd  &  4th  Thursdays, 
9.30  a.m. 

(b)  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

The  County  Council  provide  the  midwifery  services  carried  out  by 
District  midwives,  and  midwives  in  private  practice  are  supervised  by  the 
County  Council.  They  also  provided  institutional  treatment  at  the  Rigby  Hall 
Maternity  Hospital,  Bromsgrove ;  the  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourport  ;  the  Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital,  Stourbridge. 
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(c)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  County  Council  provide  a  service  of  health  visiting  which  is  under¬ 
taken  by  Health  Visitors.  Three  work  in  this  district — Nurse  Jones,  Clifton 
Cottage,  Beoley ;  Nurse  Flood,  57A  Evesham  Street,  Redditch,  and  Nurse 
Nock,  “  Elmsdale,”  Elm  Road,  Redditch.  Mrs.  Jones  visits  the  Northern 
part  of  the  district,  from  approximately  Church  Green ;  Miss  Nock  the 
Central  part  of  the  town  from  approximately  Church  Green  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  Mrs.  Flood  the  Southern  part  of  the  district,  from  Mount  Pleasant, 
including  Astwood  Bank  and  Feckenham.  Though  the  functions  of  Health 
Visitors  were  previously  confined  to  advising  mothers  on  the  care  of  babies 
and  young  children,  both  by  visiting  their  homes  and  at  Welfare  Clinics,  the 
scope  of  their  work  is  considerably  increasing  and  they  are  becoming  the 
general  advisors  on  health  matters  to  the  whole  family,  though  at  the  moment 
their  work  is  still  principally  with  young  children. 

The  arduous  and  unspectacular  work  of  Health  Visitors  during  the 
past  two  or  three  decades  is  strikingly  reflected  in  the  obviously  improved 
physique  of  children  and  young  people. 


(d)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  were  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  For  this  purpose  a  ciinic  was 
held  in  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  and  treatment,  and  cases  requiring 
hospital  treatment  were  sent  to  Km'ghtw’ck  and  Hayley  Green  Sanatoria. 
Home  visiting  is  carried  out  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  Subsequent  to  July  5th,  the  treatment  side  of  the  work  passed  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  An  After-Care  Committee  functions  in  the 
district  to  give  assistance  to  those  cases  requiring  additional  care  during, 
and  after,  their  course  of  treatment. 


(e)  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  and  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


(f)  SCHOOL  HEALTH. 

The  County  Council  conduct  an  extensive  School  Health  Service 
which  includes  the  inspection  of  all  school  children,  at  least  three  times  during 
their  school  days,  by  the  school  medical  officers,  and  such  other  medical 
examination  as  may  be  necessary  by  the  school  nurses.  Arrangements  are 
made  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  at  the  School  Clinic  held  at  the 
Old  Vicarage,  and  the  County  Council  arrange  specialist  treatment — for 
instance  Ophthalmic  ;  Orthopaedic  ;  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat— at  special 
clinics,  and  they  assist  the  children  in  obtaining  such  other  treatment  as  may 
be  necessary.  The  service  includes  a  general  supervision  of  the  hygiene  of 
school  children  and  the  sanitation  of  school  premises. 


(g)  HOSPITALS. 

The  following  Hospital  facilities  are  available  for  the  residents  of 
this  district  : — 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Hill  Top  Isolation  Hospital, 

Bromsgrove. 

2.  Tuberculosis  Knightwick  Sanatorium  and  Hayley 

Green  Sanatorium. 

3.  Smallpox  W.C.C.  Smallpox  Hospital, 

Worcester. 


Page  Ten 


4.  Maternity 


5.  Children’s  Diseases 

6.  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  cases 

7.  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  cases 

8.  Venereal  Disease 

9.  Public  Assistance  Cases 

(General) 

10.  Public  Assistance  Cases 

(Mental) 

11.  General  Medical  and  Surgical 

Cases  . 


The  Redditch  Maternity  Hospital ; 
Mary  Stephens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge ;  and  Lucy  Baldwin 
Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport. 

The  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
Smallwood  Hospital,  Redditch. 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham; 
The  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham; 
The  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

The  Bromsgrove  Public  Assistance 
Institution. 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hsopital,  Broms¬ 
grove,  and  Powick  Mental  Hospital, 
Malvern. 

Smallwood  Hospital,  Redditch,  and 
Birmingham  Hospitals. 


An  addition  to  this  list  during  the  year  was  the  Redditch  Maternity 
Hospital,  a  voluntary  Hospital  supported  by  subscriptions  and  payments  made 
by  patients,  who  pay  either  the  normal  charge  or  a  reduced  charge  according 
to  their  income.  This  Hospital  does  exceedingly  good  work  in  providing  the 
town  with  a  Maternity  Hospital,  which  is  essentially  a  local  Hospital  service ; 
and  while  it  is  not  a  free  service,  it  is  widely  used  by  mothers  who  do  not  wish 
to  go  to  other  parts  of  the  county  for  their  confinement.  Since  July  5th,  1948, 
the  control  of  the  above  Hospitals,  with  the  exception  of  the  Redditch  Maternity 
Hospital,  has  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


(h)  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Ambulance  Service  was  provided  by  this  Authority  until  July  5th, 
1948  ;  the  Ambulance  Station  was  on  Unicorn  Hill,  and  three  ambulances 
were  maintained.  Your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  was  the  Ambulance  Officer. 
Members  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  gave  valuable  assistance  in 
staffing  the  ambulances  at  week-ends  and  during  the  holiday  periods.  Infectious 
disease  cases  were  conveyed  in  an  ambulance  provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board.  Since  July  5th,  1948,  this  service  has  been  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  operating  from  the  same  premises. 


(i)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  hospital  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  was  carried  out  at  the 
Redditch,  Droitwich  and  Bromsgrove  Joint  Hospital  at  Bromsgrove.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  admission  of  Smallpox  cases  to  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  Smallpox  Hospital,  Worcester. 

After  July  5th,  the  Isolation  Hospital  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  This  was  an  expensive  service,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  an 
Isolation  Hospital  is  naturally  an  expensive  hospital  to  maintain  as  the  number 
of  admissions  is  subject  to  wide  fluctuation.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  a  preventive 
service,  as  many  of  the  patients  are  admitted  in  order  to  prevent  their  infecting 
other  people.  So  that  we  should  not  only  reckon  the  value  of  the  work  done 
by  the  hospital  by  the  patients  treated,  but  also  take  account  of  its  preventive 
aspect. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Service.  (See  Section  F.) 

Until  July  5th,  1948,  this  service  was  provided  jointly  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  County  Council,  the  latter  being  responsible  for  the 
immunisation  of  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Since  July  5th,  the  whole 
service  has  been  provided  by  the  County  Council,  but  the  administration  of 
the  service  is  carried  out  in  the  U.D.C.  Health  Department. 
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Health  Education. 

The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education, 
whose  services  were  utilised  during  the  year  for  the  provision  of  leaflets  and 
posters.  Posters  were  displayed,  .‘n  anticipation  of  the  various  epidemic  diseases, 
at  many  points  in  the  town.  Posters  were  also  circulated  to  factories,  places  of 
entertainment,  and  other  places  where  people  congregate,  in  connection  with 
the  general  promotion  of  health  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases. 
The  Department  has  the  use  of  one  E.M.B.  notice  board  on  Unicorn  Hill, 
and  the  windows  of  the  Health  Department  were  fitted  with  back-boards  for 
the  display  of  posters.  Increasing  use  will  be  made  of  the  service  of  the  Central 
Council  as  more  Health  Education  is  undertaken. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  undertook  the  examination  of  clinical  materia 
:throat  swabs,  sputum,  blood,  etc.),  water,  milk,  foodstuffs  and  chemical 
analysis. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
Laboratory  was  set  up  at  the  Koyal  Infirmary,  Worcester ;  a  specialist 
bacteriologist  has  since  been  appointed  to  direct  it.  This  laboratory  now  carries 
out  all  clinical  and  bacteriological  examinations,  while  the  County  Analyst 
deals  with  chemical  examinations.  This  new  laboratory  service  is  invaluable 
in  assisting  the  district’s  disease  prevention  service. 


HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

A  service  of  Home  and  Domestic  Help  was  inaugurated  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year.  It  is  administered  by  the  W.V.S.  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council.  The  service  provides  for  domestic  help  for  families  during  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  mother  of  the  family,  during  illness  of  the  mother,  in  the  case  of 
chronic  sickness,  and  in  cases  of  old  age  when  it  is  necessary.  It  is  paid  for 
by  the  person  receiving  the  service,  the  workers  being  engaged  on  a  weekly 
wage  basis  by  the  County  Council.  When  a  person  cannot  afford  the  fee  a 
reduction  according  to  means  is  usual  and  a  very  generous  scale  allowed. 

The  service  in  Redditch  started  under  the  control  of  Mrs.  Scothern 
and  has  met  with  considerable  success,  and  she  must  be  congratulated  in  getting 
it  through  its  early  difficulties.  It  is  now  organised  by  Mrs.  White,  from  the 
W.V.S.  Office,  Evesham  Street,  and  is  functioning  very  satisfactorily  and  doing 
extremely  good  work. 

The  number  of  helps  at  present  employed  is  two  full-time  workers 
and  three  part-time. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

The  County  Council  provide  a  Day  Nursery  at  Church  Green  East. 
It  provides  accommodation  for  about  thirty  babies  and  toddlers.  There  is 
considerable  demand  for  this  service,  and  at  present  there  is  so  long  a  waiting 
list  that  many  children  will  never  gain  entry. 

The  Nursery  takes  in  children  whose  mothers  must  earn  their  own 
living.  These  fall  mainly  into  three  categories — unmarried  mothers,  widows 
with  children,  and  women  whose  families  are  suffering  from  some  economic 
stress,  usually  occasioned  by  the  prolonged  illness  of  the  husband.  Though 
Day  Nurseries  are  undoubtedly  expensive  to  run,  it  would  seem  that  they 
provide  the  best  solution  to  a  difficult  problem  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Church  Green  Nursery  is  greatly  appreciated. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


A  detailed  account  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
is  given  in  the  report  of  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  A  considerable 
number  of  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  during 
the  year,  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  combining  his  duties  with  that  of 
Fuel  Overseer,  and  until  July  5th,  1948,  that  of  Ambulance  Officer.  Careful 
sanitary  inspection  forms  the  basis  of  a  satisfactory  Health  Service,  and  though 
the  results  of  the  work  are  in  many  cases  not  readily  discernible,  failures  or 
inadequacies  of  this  service  would  rapidly  become  apparent.  It  is  only  by  a 
continuance  of  carefully  carried  out  inspection  throughout  the  whole  country 
that  many  major  epidemics  can  be  avoided,  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  evaluate 
human  life  in  terms  of  money,  it  is  impossible  to  demonstrate  a  financial 
return  on  the  money  which  is  spent  on  the  sanitary  service. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Water  is  supplied  throughout  the  district  by  the  East  Worcestershire 
Waterworks  Company.  It  is  derived  from  two  sets  of  boreholes,  one  at  Burcott 
and  the  other  at  Brockhill.  It  is  a  hard,  pure  water,  and  throughout  the  year 
was  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity.  It  is  sampled  monthly  at  the 
source  by  the  Company,  and  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Chemical  and  Bacterio¬ 
logical  Analysis  are  sent  to  the  Health  Department.  Two  specimen  reports, 
one  from  each  source,  are  set  out  below  — 

Upon  a  sample  of  Well  and  Borehole  water  contained  in  W.Qt.  bottle  marked— 
Burcott — “  Lambert.” 

Received  from  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Co.,  of  21,  Stourbridge 
Street,  Bromsgrove,  on  14th  June,  1948. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  sample  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Physical  Characters  :  Clear. 

Odour  :  None 

Deposit  :  None  pH  6.8. 

Chemical  Examination.  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000.) 
Solids  in  Suspension  (Dried  at  100°C.)  :  None 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  100°C.)  :  22 

„  „  „  After  Ignition :  19 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt  :  3.1 

Hardness  Permanent  :  9 

,,  Temporary :  9 

„  Total  :  18 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  :  0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  :  0.0008 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates) :  Trace 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  :  None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27 °C.:  None 


None  detected 


Toxic  Metals  : 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  upon  Agar  : 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37 °C.: 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22 °C.  : 

Coli-Aerogenes  (Presumptive  Coli)  Count  : 


Nil  per  one  ml. 


10 

Nil 


33  33  33 

*  100  „ 


Opinion  The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 

(Signed)  M.  M.  LOVE, 

26th  July,  1948.  County  Analyst. 


Upon  a  sample  of  Borehole  water  contained  in  W.Qt.  bottle  marked — Brockhill. 
Nos.  1  &  2  Borehole  Pump. 

Received  from  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Co.  of  21,  Stourbridge  Street, 
Bromsgrove,  on  13th  July,  1948. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  sample  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Physical  Characters  :  Clear 

Odour  :  None 

Deposit  :  None  yH  6.5. 

Chemical  Examination.  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000.) 

Solids  in  Suspension  (Dried  at  100°C.)  :  None 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  100°C.l  :  19 

,,  „  ,,  After  Ignition  :  16 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt :  3.1 

Hardness  Permanent  :  5 

„  Temporary :  9 

„  Total  :  14 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  :  0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  *  0.0008 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  :  0.25 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  :  None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C.:  None 


Toxic  Metals  : 

Free  C02 


None  detected 
6.1 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  upon  Agar 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37 °C.: 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22 °C.: 

Coli-Aerogenes  (Presumptive  Coli)  Count 


26th  July,  1948. 


2  per  one  ml. 

2 

^  33  33  33 

:  Nil  „  100  „ 

( Signed )  M.  M.  LOVE, 

County  Analyst. 


During  the  year,  5,212  yards  of  additional  mains  were  laid.  Details  of 
these  are  included  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  The  district  is  now 
fairly  well  provided  with  water  mains,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  houses 
have  mains  water.  In  the  more  rural  areas  reliance  has  to  be  placed  on  wells 
and  in  general  these  are  unsatisfactory.  In  many  cases  the  more  scattered  rural 
property  will  have  to  continue  to  be  dependent  on  wells.  Where  the  houses 
are  scattered,  though  the  wells  may  be  undesirable,  they  do  not  usually  con¬ 
stitute  any  danger  to  health  ;  it  is  where  wells  are  used  by  close  aggregations 
of  houses  that  danger  arises.  In  the  district  we  still  require  further  extension 
of  the  mains,  particularly  in  the  South  West  parts,  the  Berrow  Hill  and  Bradley 
Green  areas,  where  the  supplies  are  at  present  unsatisfactory,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  before  long  arrangements  will  be  made  to  extend  the  main  in  this  area. 
One  of  the  advantages  of  planning  is  that  properties  can  be  erected  in  groups 
where  water  can  be  supplied  to  them,  and  the  development  of  growing  collec¬ 
tions  of  properties  in  the  country  without  satisfactory  water  supplies  can  be 
regulated. 
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With  the  increase  in  dairy  farming  considerable  concern  is  felt  that 
many  dairy  farms  have  not  supplies  of  pure  water,  and  the  use  of  polluted  water 
in  these  dairy  farms  must  constitute  a  danger  to  the  public  health.  Considerable 
pressure  will  have  to  be  put  on  the  Agricultural  Committee  to  ensure  that 
further  water  main  extensions  are  carried  out  to  farms.  With  careful  arrange¬ 
ments,  in  many  cases  extensions  of  water  mains  to  farms  could  be  used  to  supply 
water  to  cottages,  which  will  render  it  more  economic.  This  should  apply 
particularly  to  the  Bradley  Green  Scheme,  which  we  hope  to  see  completed 
in  the  near  future. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewers  have  been  extended  to  serve  the  new  housing  estates. 

The  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  served  by  sewerage, 
but  some  455  pail  closets  and  130  other  miscellaneous  types  are  still  in  use. 
The  pail  closet  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  danger  is,  as  far  as  possible, 
minimised  by  having  a  pail  emptying  service  operated  by  the  Council  with 
proper  disposal ;  this  is,  of  course,  extremely  expensive.  Whenever  possible 
every  effort  is  made  to  get  properties  connected  to  the  sewer,  but  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  in  the  case  of  some  very  old  properties  the  expense  may  not 
be  justified,  as  the  properties  may  have  only  a  very  short  period  to  go  before 
demolition.  In  other  cases  no  sewer  is  available.  This  is  particularly  so  in  the 
rural  parts  of  the  district.  Where  the  dwellings  are  very  scattered  the  danger 
to  health  is,  of  course,  very  much  less  ;  in  most  cases  the  cost  of  sewering 
these  districts  would  be  prohibitive.  One  of  the  advantages  of  town  and 
country  planning  is  that  new  buildings  will  be  restricted  to  areas  where  sewerage 
facilities  are  available.  Our  main  task  in  the  immediate  future  must  be  directed 
towards  ensuring  that  properties  which  can  be  connected  to  the  sewer  are  so 
connected  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Disposal  is  carried  out  at  five  works. 

Studley  Road  Sewage  Works.— This  is  a  modern  works,  completed  during 
the  war,  which  has  suffered  excessively  from  the  discharge  of  industrial  effluent 
which  interferes  greatly  with  the  work  of  the  filter  beds.  During  the  year  careful 
handling  has  led  to  considerable  improvement  in  the  functioning  of  the  filter 
beds  and  a  greatly  improved  effluent.  With  such  a  large  proportion  of  trade 
waste  it  would  appear  that  the  works  will  always  be  operating  on  the  margin  of 
safety,  and  co  itinuous  attention  has  to  be  given  to  see  that  the  proportion  of 
trade  waste  does  not  rise  to  one  which  would  injure  the  filter  beds  and  cause 
unsatisfactory  sewage  treatment. 

There  are  four  smaller  plants  dealing  mainly  with  household  sewage 
these  are  at  Astwood  Bank,  Hunt  End,  Feckenham  and  Webheath. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Works 
Department  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  The  central  area  of  the 
town  is  cleared  every  week,  and  in  the  more  scattered  areas  collection  is  carried 
out  twice  in  every  three  weeks.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping.  The 
collection  of  refuse  is  a  problem  about  which  most  local  authorities  are  now 
greatly  concerned.  The  supply  of  labour  available  is  in  many  instances 
inadequate,  and  a  great  deal  of  thought  has  been  given  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  collection  in  order  to  economise  in  manpower.  As  work  of  this  nature  is 
unpopular  it  is  unlikely  that  the  labour  situation  will  improve,  and  if  the 
service  is  to  be  maintained,  reliance  will  have  to  be  placed  on  rendering 
collection  easier  and  quicker. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  Indoor  Swimming  Bath  is  provided  by  the  Council  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  The  water  is  in  closed  circulation 
and  is  subjected  to  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination.  It  is  sampled 
frequently  by  the  Inspector  and  the  treatment  is  adjusted  when  necessary. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Work  on  rodent  control  was  continued  during  the  year.  A  detailed 
account  appears  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  This  is  an  important 
aspect  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  two  reasons  :  (1)  the  rats  are 
known  carriers  of  a  number  of  serious  diseases,  and  (2)  they  cause  a  considerable 
economic  loss  by  the  food  they  eat  and  the  damage  they  do.  I  think  one  can 
clearly  see  from  the  economic  standpoint  that  rodent  control  amply  repays 
the  money  spent  upon  it. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  only  business  carried  on  in  Redditch  which  is  subject  to  supervision 
as  an  “  Offensive  Trade  ”  is  a  knacker’s  yard.  This  is  kept  under  observation 
and  complies  with  all  reasonable  sanitary  requirements. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  for  dealing  with  smoke  abatement ; 
no  nuisances  were  reported. 


RIVER  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  In  this  district  two  problems 
arose  :  that  of  pollution  of  the  River  Arrow  by  the  Sewage  W'orks  (this  was 
caused  by  a  high  proportion  of  the  industrial  effluent  mentioned  above  and 
has  been  dealt  with);  and  by  pollution  of  the  same  river  with  chrome  waste 
from  a  plating  factory.  This  has  also  been  dealt  with,  and  I  think  the  condition 
of  the  river  is  now  reasonably  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  D. 


Housing 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1948  :  8,292 

Number  of  new  houses  constructed  : 

Private  Enterprise  :  21 

Council :  346 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  the 

end  of  1948  122 


Housing  constitutes  the  main  sanitary  problem  facing  us  today,  and 
in  this  town  we  are  faced  with  the  housing  of  many  people  who  have  at  present 
no  home  at  all,  the  re-housing  of  many  living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  and 
the  re-housing  of  many  living  in  houses  unfit  for  habitation.  Compared  with 
the  country  as  a  whole,  very  good  progress  was  made  in  1948,  when  many  new 
houses  were  built.  Though  approximately  1,468  people  were  re-housed  during 
the  year,  the  rise  in  population  in  the  town  largely  nullified  the  effects  of  the 
housing  carried  out.  Redditch  suffers  undoubtedly  from  being  near  Birmingham, 
in  which  town  a  more  acute  housing  shortage  exists,  and  whenever  a  family 
is  taken  from  overcrowded  or  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  this  accommoda¬ 
tion  promptly  fills  up  again.  Efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  gain  the 
co-operation  of  the  housing  agents  in  order  that  exchanges  might  be  made  and 
the  best  use  made  of  the  existing  accommodation.  This  was  successful  in  only 
a  very  few  cases.  Apart  from  the  building  of  a  number  of  Duplex  houses,  which 
provide  two  flats,  building  during  the  year  was  confined  to  the  construction  of 
three-bedroom  type  houses  ;  an  examination  of  the  list  of  applicants  would 
indicate  that  three-bedroom  houses  are  not  the  type  generally  necessary.  The 
table  below  shows  the  size  of  families  on  the  list  of  housing  applicants. 


Number  of  Children  in  Familv. 
0 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Number  of  Families. 
540 
497 
229 
104 
46 
23 
6 
6 
3 


Total  1,454 


It  is  unfortunate  that  licences  are  given  for  houses  on  a  unit  basis,  and 
more  consideration  should  be  given,  I  feel,  to  allow  Local  Authorities  to  build 
on  a  room  basis.  A  number  of  Local  Authorities  are  now  building  a  variety  of 
houses  of  different  sizes  to  meet  the  need  of  the  different  families  on  their 
housing  list,  and  I  feel  that  a  start  in  this  direction  should  be  made  in  Redditch. 

The  magnitude  of  the  housing  problem  is  not  yet  fully  apparent ;  not 
only  is  it  necessary  to  provide  houses  for  those  on  the  waiting  list  at  present 
without  homes,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  houses  for  the  increasing 
population.  Whi’e  this  is  being  done  many  houses  will  need  demolition  from 
their  continued  deterioration  and  the  families  from  these  will  need  houses. 
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Housing  repair  continues  to  present  a  most  difficult  problem  to  your 
Inspectors.  The  pegging  of  rents  at  pre-war  level,  though,  no  doubt,  of  con¬ 
siderable  advantage  to  those  fortunate  enough  to  be  pre-war  tenants,  has  had 
two  unfortunate  side  effects  :  it  has  made  it  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a 
house  to  rent  (any  house  becoming  empty  is  sold) ;  and  it  has  made  your 
Inspector’s  task  of  getting  repairs  carried  out  extremely  difficult.  With  the 
cessation  of  repair  work  resulting  from  the  war  and  the  immediate  post-war 
scarcity  of  labour  and  materials,  a  great  deal  of  property  in  the  town  has 
suffered  badly  and  is  in  need  of  extensive  repair.  Further,  due  to  the  acute 
housing  shortage,  many  properties  which  before  the  war  were  ripe  for  demo¬ 
lition  have  still  to  remain  in  use,  and  will  have  to  continue  to  give  shelter  for 
a  long  time  yet.  Much  of  this  property  is  unsuitable  for  habitation,  and  the 
cost  of  its  repair  is  completely  out  of  proportion  both  to  its  value  and  the  rent 
obtained  for  it.  A  solution  tried  in  some  towns  is  for  the  Council  to  acquire 
some  of  the  better  types  of  this  class  of  property,  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
repairs,  and  to  re-let  it  at  a  more  economic  rent.  Recent  legislation  before 
Parliament  might  to  some  extent  ease  the  position  and  assist,  in  some  cases, 
the  landlord  to  improve  the  property,  but  in  the  long  run  the  pegging  of  rents 
at  pre-war  level  will  have  to  be  abandoned  and  some  increase  allowed,  as  the 
value  of  houses  is  much  greater  than  the  pre-war  values  and  the  cost  of  repairs 
three  or  four  times  as  great. 

While  the  three-bedroom  type  of  semi-detached  house  is,  no  doubt,  a 
very  desirable  type  of  house  to  build,  strict  adherence  to  this  design  must  of 
necessity  reduce  the  speed  at  which  new  houses  can  be  provided,  and  while 
it  provides  the  ideal  living  accommodation  for  those  fortunate  enough  to  be 
re-housed,  it  means  that  many  people  have  to  remain  longer,  in  many  cases  in 
appallingly  bad  living  conditions,  on  the  waiting  list. 

Overcrowding  is  at  present  difficult  to  estimate,  but  from  general 
visiting  it  is  obvious  that  not  only  considerable  statutory  overcrowding  exists 
in  the  town,  but  that  overcrowding,  judged  by  more  reasonable  standards  than 
those  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  is  exceedingly  common.  A  survey  of 
overcrowding  would,  I  feel,  at  the  present  time  and  for  some  time  to  come, 
be  of  little  value,  as  the  position  changes  so  rapidly  while  the  tendency  to  fill  up 
from  Birmingham  persists.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  overcrowded  conditions 
in  which  people  live  must  make  life  almost  unbearable  for  many  of  them. 
Unfortunately,  the  making  of  housing  policy  is  out  of  the  hands  of  this 
Authority,  or  I  feel  that  very  much  more  rapid  progress  would  have  been  made 
during  the  year.  Far  from  breaking  the  back  of  the  housing  problem  we  have 
scarcely  scratched  its  skin. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

These  are  generally  inspected  and  supervised  in  pursuance  of  powers 
given  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Although  the  Act 
was  passed  in  1938  its  implementation  has  been  slow  due  to  the  recent  war. 
In  general  the  standard  of  food  handling  leaves  a  great  deal  to  be  desired. 
During  the  war  years  little  could  be  done  to  improve  the  structural  defects  of 
food  premises,  and  since  the  war  improvement  has  continued  difficult  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials,  but  efforts  have  been  made  by 
the  steady  persistence  of  the  Inspectors  to  get  a  rise  in  the  standard  of  the 
conditions  of  food  premises. 

The  main  problem,  however,  is  not  so  much  the  premises  as  the  handlin  g 
of  food,  and  while  the  highest  standard  is  necessary  the  persons  employed 
often  fall  far  short  of  what  could  be  desired.  There  are  two  aspects  of  the 
problem  needing  attention  :  firstly,  the  improvement  of  food  premises,  and 
secondly,  the  training  of  food  handlers.  Work  on  improving  food  premises  is 
going  slowly  forward  but  the  training  of  food  handlers  continues  to  lag  behind. 
Taking  a  long  term  view,  this  training  should  be  carried  out  by  the  Education 
Authority,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  now  the  County  Council  have  health 
education  powers,  efforts  will  be  made  to  ensure  that  children  at  school  are 
trained  in  the  importance  of  strict  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  food.  Among 
other  things  the  taking  of  meals  at  school  should  materially  assist  in  this  training, 
but  we  should  also  bring  home  to  the  purchasers  of  food  the  necessity  for 
demanding  its  clean  handling  and  the  need  for  taking  care  of  it  after  purchasing 
it.  There  has  been  in  the  past  few  years  a  very  considerable  increase  in  food 
poisoning  and  one  cannot  but  view  the  present  situation  with  disquiet. 

MEAT. 

Meat  is  distributed  in  the  town  from  the  Government  Slaughterhouse 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  method  of  distribution 
was  of  a  very  low  standard,  the  meat  being  transported  in  ordinary  lorries  with 
dirty  floors.  A  number  of  complaints  were  made  about  them  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  at  last  they  have  borne  fruit,  and  a  specially  designed  lorry,  though 
not  the  ideal  type,  has  been  provided.  It  is  indeed  fortunate  that  meat  is  cooked 
before  it  is  eaten. 

MILK. 

Successful  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  to  improve  the  standard 
of  milk  production  and  its  distribution.  A  large  new  dairy  has  been  built  in 
the  town  which  has  considerably  improved  the  position.  Approximately  22% 
of  milk  consumed  in  the  town  is  raw,  undesignated  milk,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
before  long  this  figure  will  be  reduced  to  nothing.  Of  the  rest  of  the  milk, 
some  14%  is  Tuberculin  Tested  and  64%  Pasteurised.  Careful  investigation 
has  failed  to  show  that  pasteurisation  has  any  deleterious  effect  on  milk,  and  it 
is  unfortunate  that  all  milk  cannot  be  pasteurised  before  consumption.  Milk 
suffers  from  the  unfortunate  property  of  being  a  very  good  culture  medium 
for  the  growth  of  many  disease-causing  bacteria,  and  it  causes  a  good  deal  of 
disease  every  year  which  could  be  avoided  by  pasteurisation. 
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Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  milk,  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  take  any  milk 
which  is  available — it  is  to  be  regretted  sometimes  from  very  unsatisfactory 
sources.  One  of  these  sources  was  lately  discovered,  and  milk  from  this  source 
is  still  being  purchased  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  despite  all  the  efforts 
of  your  Council  to  stop  them. 

The  Inspectors  of  the  Health  Department  visit  dairy  farms  and  ensure 
that  they  are  satisfactorily  constructed  and  equipped,  and  that  proper  precau¬ 
tions  are  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  milk.  Their  advice  is  available 
to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

This  was  the  last  year  in  which  the  production  of  milk  came  under  the 
control  of  the  local  authorities.  In  1949  it  is  to  pass  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  enormous  strides  have  been  made  by  local  authorities 
to  improve  the  standard  of  milk  production,  which  has  now  reached  what,  in 
most  cases,  could  be  considered  reasonable  ;  and  it  would  seem  curious  in 
view  oi  this,  that  at  a  time  when  national  economy  is  so  much  talked  about,  a 
newT,  large  and  costly  Inspectorial  Service  is  to  be  established.  It  would  seem 
a  rather  unnecessary  luxury. 

ICE-CREAM. 

Persistent  work  by  your  Inspectors  during  the  year  has  led  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  improvement  in  the  standard  of  ice-cream  production,  and  it  is  now 
seldom  that  unsatisfactory  ice-cream  is  sold  to  the  public.  Premises  are 
registered  both  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  for  its  distribution. 
During  the  year  187  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises,  and  sampling 
of  the  ice-cream  produced  and  sold  showed  that  approximately  two-thirds  of 
it  fell  within  the  highest  grade. 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  1948 


Disease 

Corrected 

Notifications 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

68 

23 

0 

Measles 

43 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

44 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Para-typhoid 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

0 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

162 

24 

12 

The  figures  given  in  the  table  are  of  corrected  notifications,  i.e., 
confirmed  cases. 

The  table  shows  that  the  town  remained,  in  general,  remarkably  free 
from  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  Smallpox  precautions  continue  to 
need  attention.  With  the  increasing  movement  of  people  by  air,  continued 
vigilance  has  to  be  maintained  in  order  to  prevent  its  gaining  a  foothold  in 
this  country  again,  and  the  campaign  for  vaccination  must  be  kept  up. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Diphtheria  has  now  ceased  to  be  a  great  menace  to  the  health  of  the 
child  population,  and  has  in  Redditch  almost  disappeared.  Last  year  there 
was  only  one  case  notified,  compared  with  the  pre-war  average  of  41  cases  each 
year,  proving  beyond  doubt  the  value  of  diphtheria  immunisation.  Provided 
this  immunisation  can  be  kept  up  for  a  few  more  years,  we  can  reasonably 
expect  to  see  diphtheria  becoming  a  clinical  curiosity. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  daring  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Primary  Immunisation  : 

Under  5  years  old  ..  368 

5 — 14  years  old  .  36 

Re-inforcing  “  Booster  ”  iniections  203 


The  “  Immunisation  State  ”  of  Redditch  children  on  December  31st> 
1948,  was  as  follows  : — 
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Age 

0—1 

1— 

2— 

3— 

4— 

5—9 

10—15 

Total 

Number 

Immunised 

29 

300 

329 

334 

450 

1,809 

1,376 

4,627 

Population 

(approx.) 

'iii 

2,696 

I 

3,503 

6,199 

%  Immunised  . 

.  53.48% 

90.92% 

74.64% 

The  comparable  percentage  figures  on  December  31st,  1947,  were: — 


%  Immunised  .  52.2%  j  97.9%  I  78.4% 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  possible  maximum  in  children  under  5 
was  80%,  as  immunisation  was  not  normally  carried  out  before  the  first  birthday. 
During  the  last  month  of  the  year  and  subsequently,  the  age  of  primary  immun¬ 
isation  has  been  dropped  to  eight  months.  Immunisation  before  this  age  does 
not  appear  to  be  of  comparable  value. 

The  percentage  of  children  under  5  protected  by  diphtheria  immunisation 
during  the  year  shows  a  slight  rise,  while  those  in  the  5  to  15  group  shows  a  fall. 

The  total  percentage  shows  a  slight  fall  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
but  in  general  the  figures  can  be  considered  very  satisfactory,  as  they  do  not 
include  children  immunised  by  their  own  Doctors  before  July,  or  immunised 
in  other  districts.  Enquiries  have  shown  during  this  year  that  in  fact  almost 
all  the  children  are  immunised. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year  shows  a  rise  of  36  cases. 
As  scarlet  fever  is  now  a  much  milder  disease  than  formerly,  its  differentiation 
from  sore  throat  is  becoming  more  difficult.  Scarlet  fever  consists  of  c‘  sore 
throat  plus  a  rash,”  and  in  many  cases  the  rash  is  so  slight  as  to  pass 
unnoticed.  As  sore  throat  is  not  notifiable  we  do  not  have  a  true  picture  of 
the  extent  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  community.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  incidence  has 
fallen  to  any  extent,  but  there  has  been  this  remarkable  decline  in  its  severity. 
As  will  be  seen,  only  one  third  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  this 
would  be  normally  on  account  of  bad  housing  and  not  due  to  the  severity  of 
the  illness.  In  the  last  year  preventive  measures  against  scarlet  fever  have  been 
greatly  relaxed,  as  the  organism  causing  it  can  be  recovered  so  often  from 
children  in  general  when  they  suffer  a  sore  throat  for  which  no  preventive 
action  is  taken.  It  would  seem  that  scarlet  fever  is,  for  some  unexplained  reason, 
quietly  dying  out  as  an  illness  of  any  consequence,  though  the  complications 
which  it  causes  still  remain  with  us.  One  of  these  is  ear  infection,  and  one  cannot 
emphasise  too  strongly  the  importance  of  parents  taking  children  with  running 
ears  for  early  medical  treatment  if  they  are  to  avoid  permanent  aural  damage. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles, 
and  it  appears  that  measles  is  now  assuming  its  pre-war  character  of  epidemics 
in  alternate  years.  Measles  should  be  regarded  as  a  serious  illness,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  the  illness  itself,  but  for  the  complications  to  which  it  often  gives 
rise.  One  of  the  commonest  is  ear  infection,  and  parents  would  be  wise  to  seek 
medical  attention  in  any  case  where  there  is  a  discharge  from  the  child’s  ear. 
In  all  cases  measles  should  be  isolated  and  carefully  treated  under  medical 
supervision. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  during  the 
year,  and  it  also  should  be  regarded  as  a  serious  illness,  particularly  from  the 
point  of  view  of  complications  to  which  it  may  give  rise.  During  the  last  few 
years  vaccines  have  been  tried  for  the  prophylaxis  of  whooping  cough  and 
they  are  showing  very  favourable  results.  I  think,  with  fair  confidence,  we 
could  recommend  their  use  to  the  parents  of  small  children.  It  is  reasonable 
to  expect  that  in  a  very  short  time  whooping  cough  immunisation  will  be  carried 
out,  along  with  diphtheria  immunisation,  as  one  of  the  local  authorities’  services. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  is  notifiable  to  the  District  Council,  and  officers  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  visit  to  give  advice,  particularly  where  insanitary 
housing  is  involved.  The  County  Council  are  the  Tuberculosis  Authority 
responsible  for  its  general  control,  which  is  exercised  through  the  dispensary, 
Tuberculosis  Officers  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors.  During  the  year  26  new 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  4  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  reported.  There  were  12  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  The  number 
of  cases  on  the  register  continues  to  rise,  showing  an  increase  of  20  over  the 
previous  year.  Tuberculosis  now  constitutes  the  major  problem  of  public  health. 

Between  the  two  wars  the  incidence  was  steadily  falling;  during  the  war 
this  fall  was  checked  and  reversed,  as  was  to  some  extent  expected.  It  was 
thought  that  when  the  war  finished  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  would  resume 
its  downward  trend,  but  this  has  not  materialised,  and  locally,  in  fact,  the  reverse 
appears  to  be  the  case. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  very  hard  to  discover,  but  two  factors  which 
must  have  considerable  bearing  on  it  are  housing  and  lack  of  hospital  facilities. 
The  appalling  conditions  under  which  many  people  are  obliged  to  live  are  very 
conducive  to  the  spread  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  lack  of  sanitorium  accommoda¬ 
tion  often  leaves  the  infectious  case,  after  diagnosis  at  the  dispensary,  to  remain 
for  some  six  to  eight  months  in  his  overcrowded  living  conditions  as  a  source 
of  infection  to  his  family. 

There  are  three  factors  which  aggravate  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  : 
(1)  is  that  it  is  a  chronic,  long-term  illness,  affecting  very  often  a  young  adult, 
often  with  a  family  to  support  and  causing  considerable  suffering  to  the  family 
through  economic  loss  ;  (2)  it  is  an  illness  requiring  long  and  expensive  treat¬ 
ment,  which  often  involves  six  months  in  hospital ;  (3)  de  spite  the  improvement 
in  modern  treatment  it  still  has  a  very  high  death  rate.  Therefore,  in  the 
immediate  future  we  must  regard  it  as  one  of  the  problems  demanding  urgent 
solution,  and  if  for  no  other  reason  housing  progress  should  be  pushed  on  as 
fast  as  it  may. 


TUBERCULOSIS  INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY 

DURING  1948. 


AGE 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

( 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2— 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5— 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15— 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

25— 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35— 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

45— 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

55— 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

17 

9 

3 

1 

4 

8 

0 

0 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  on  December  31st,  1948,  was  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

75 

48 

123 

Non-Pulmonary 

11 

9 

20 

Total 

86 

57 

143 

Total  on 

December  31st,  1947 


106 

17 


123 


Page  Twenty-three 


Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Year  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Redditch  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  tenth  annual  report,  and  I  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  in  implementing  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  department  and  to  my  colleagues  and  staff  for  their 
support  and  assistance  rendered  to  me  during  the  year. 

A  summary  of  the  works  of  the  department  is  as  follows  : — 


INSPECTIONS. 

Animals  Kept  —  Piggeries  121 

Stables  4 

Fowls,  pigeons,  etc.  14 

Complaints  —  Total  number  investigated  473 

Dairies  —  Cowsheds  95 

Dairies  64 

Disinfestation  —  Number  of  houses  infested  with  fleas 

and  bugs  31 

Drainage  —  Number  of  drains  found  choked  39 

Number  of  drains  found  defective  9 

Number  of  drains  tested  167 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  229 

Dwelling  Houses  —  Number  inspected,  re  repairs  580 

Re-inspections  911 

Inspections,  re  overcrowding  64 

Inspections,  re  applications  for  Council 
houses  960 

Number  found  dirty  15 

Number  found  verminous  31 

Inspections  made,  re  applications  for 
building  licences  331 

Infectious  Diseases  —  Visits,  re  Scarlet  Fever  69 

Visits,  re  Diphtheria  4 

Visits,  re  other  diseases  50 

Factories  —  With  mechanical  power  412 

Without  mechanical  power  18 

Bakehouses  15 

Food  Premises  —  Butchers5  Shops  63 

Preparation  of  potted  meat,  etc.  14 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  187 

Samples  of  ice-cream  taken  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  31 

Fruiterers  15 

Fishmongers  and  fried  fish  shops  18 

Restaurants  and  cafe  kitchens  47 

Samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  48 
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otherwise 


Miscellaneous  Visits  —  Number  of  visits  not 

classified  .  316 

Shops  Acts  —  .  .  61 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  —  .  .  .  32 

Water  Supplies  —  Visits  to  premises,  re  wells  43 

Number  of  samples  taken  5 

Swimming  Baths  —  Number  of  visits  8 

Number  of  samples  taken 

(all  satisfactory)  2 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  5,322 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


Houses  generally  repaired  164 

Wash-houses  repaired  24 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  83 

Additional  water  closets  provided  5 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  8 

Houses  cleansed  31 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  31 

Drains  reconstructed  34 

Choked  drains  cleared  39 

Dustbins  provided  57 

Accumulations  removed  3 

Cesspools  emptied  21 

Cesspools  abolished  3 

Wells  abolished  and  mains  supplies  laid  on  1 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  FLEAS. 

Twenty-eight  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs.  Kerosene 
containing  5%  D.D.T.,  and  Zaldecide  containing  D.D.T.,  is  used  for  disinfes¬ 
tation.  The  premises  dealt  with  have  been  kept  under  observation  and  second 
treatments  were  not  necessary.  Two  houses  infested  with  fleas  and  one  with 
lice  were  dealt  with.  Again,  D.D.T.  is  used  and  found  to  be  very  effective. 
Second  treatments  were  not  necessary.  It  is  essential  when  dealing  with 
verminous  premises,  particularly  in  the  case  of  fleas,  that  the  occupier  cleanse 
the  house  and  the  tenant  is  instructed  accordingly. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  register  contains  79  retail  purveyors  and  74  wholesale  traders  and 
producers,  of  which  6  are  tuberculin  tested  and  9  accredited  producers.  Redditch 
is  also  supplied  with  tuberculin  tested  milk  from  4  farms  in  the  Bromsgrove 
rural  area.  Approximately  14%  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  tuberculin  tested, 
64%  pasteurised,  and  the  remaining  22%  raw  undesignated  milk. 

The  building  of  the  new  dairy,  Birmingham  Road,  for  the  Redditch 
Pure  Milk  Company  proceeded  slowly,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  pasteurising 
plant  was  installed  and  in  use.  The  tuberculin  tested  bottling  room  was  also 
in  use.  All  tuberculin  tested  milk  sold  by  the  Redditch  Pure  Milk  Company 
is  now  bottled  at  this  dairy. 

Licences  granted  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  are  as  follows 


Pasteurised  (to  bottle  and  sell)  .  1 

„  (Dealers)  8 

Tuberculin  Tested  (to  bottle  and  sell)  ......  2 

„  „  (Dealers)  ......  .  7 
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Forty-eight  samples  of  milk  (14  pasteurised,  29  tuberculin  tested,  and  5 
undesignated)  were  taken  for  examination.  All  of  them  were  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  one  sample  of  tuberculin  tested  milk,  produced  outside  the  area. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  for  this  district  was  informed  and  repeat  samples 
showed  a  great  improvement.  Five  of  the  samples  were  also  submitted  for 
biological  examination  (detection  of  tubercle  bacillus)  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  Mr.  A.  W.  Goode,  The  Cottage 
Farm,  Walkwood  Road,  for  contravention  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 
Milk  is  produced  at  this  farm  under  unsuitable  conditions.  No  dairy  is  provided 
for  cleansing  or  storing  utensils  and  for  the  cooling  of  milk,  and  there  is  no 
suitable  accessible  water  supply.  Mr.  Goode  was  fined  £5  on  three  counts, 
totalling  £15. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Water  is  supplied  throughout  the  district  by  the  East  Worcestershire 
Waterworks  Company,  who  supply  water  to  the  Cot  nc'.l  in  bulk  for  distribution 
to  Astwood  Bank  and  Feckenham  ;  two  samples  of  mains  water  in  circulation 
were  taken  and  satisfactory  reports  received.  Approximately  136  premises, 
including  outlying  farms  and  dwellings,  obtain  their  water  from  wells.  At 
least  40%  of  these  are  shallow  wells  subject  to  surface  pollution.  One  such 
well  was  abolished  during  the  year  and  mains  supplies  laid  on. 

Five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  where  the  supply  was  found 
to  be  subject  to  pollution,  advice  was  given  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  as  to 
what  could  be  done  to  minimise  this.  In  all  cases  they  were  informed  to  boil 
drinking  water: — 

Mr.  F.  H.  Bullock,  Water  Engineer,  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks 
Company,  informs  me  that  during  1 948  the  following  extensions  of  water  mains 
were  carried  out: — 


Ref.  Situation  Particulars 

E.M.280.  Love  Lane,  Callow  Hill  .  .  465  yds.  of  3  inch 

E.M.244.  Mayfields  Estate,  Redditch  ......  68  yds.  of  4  inch 

,,  ,,  „  .  91  yds.  of  3  inch 

E.M.276.  Salters  Lane  (Central),  Redditch  542  yds.  of  4  inch 

,,  ,,  „  „  504  yds.  of  3  inch 

E.M.282.  Littlewoods,  Crabbs  Cross  420  yds.  of  3  inch 

E.M.250.  Studley  Road,  Redditch  1,530  yds.  of  8  inch 

E.M.287.  Salters  Lane,  Redditch  .  962  yds.  of  4  inch 

„  ,,  „  630  yds.  of  3  inch 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS- 


Meat  supplied  in  the  town  is  received  from  the  Government  controlled 
Slaughterhouse  at  Alcester,  at  which  all  food  animals  have  been  slaughtered 
since  1940.  The  Ministry  of  Food  are  responsible  for  transporting  the  meat  to 
the  shops,  and  an  improved  type  of  body  for  hanging  carcases  was  provided, 
after  which  no  further  complaints  were  received  from  the  butchers  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  meat  delivered. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2  i 

502 

Number  Inspected 

2 

351 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

’ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

4.3% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

i 

| 

7 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . 

2% 

The  following  is  a  list  of  other  foodstuffs  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption 


Peas 

33 

Beans 

Carrots 

Turnips 

Beetroot 

T  omatoes 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Potatoes 

Pom 

Soun 

Broth 

Pickles 

Meat 

33 

Sausage 

33  . 

Meat  Pies 
Bacon 

Black  Pudding 
Marmite 
Betox 
Butter 


93  tins 
27  lbs. 

5  tins 
12 

6 
40 

5 
2 
1 


33 

33 


33 

33 


3) 


33 


1  packet 
18  tins 

6  „ 

4  jars 
37  tins 
36  lbs.  2  ozs. 

2  tins 
13  lbs. 

147 

24  tins 
23  lbs. 

2  jars 
1  „ 

190  lbs. 


Page  Twenty-seven 


Margarine 
Cooking  Fat 
Cheese 

33  . 

Dried  Egg 

Milk 

Bread 

Chocolate 

Choc-Malt  Spread 

Mincemeat 

Jam 

Marmalade 

Cereals 

American  Sweet  Corn 

Puddings 

Rolled  Oats 

Spinach 

Macedoine 

Spaghetti 

Orange  Squash 

Juices 

Fish 

33 

Paste 

33 

Mussels 
Tinned  Fruit 
Prunes 
Figs 

Bottled  Fruit 
Sweetphat 
Beef  Suet 


55  lbs. 

63  „ 

59  lbs.  10  ozs. 
23  boxes 
30  packets 
146  tins 
326  lbs. 

8  „ 

11  Cartons 

2  jars 
230£  lbs. 

20  tins 

1  packet 

4  tins 
11 

69  lbs. 

8  tins 

2  „ 

3  „ 

5  bottles 
29  tins 

30  stone  9  lbs 
19  tins 

1  jar 

12  tins 
264  „ 

101  „ 

29  lbs. 

7  „ 

18  bottles 

31  lbs. 

37£  lbs. 


ICE-CREAM 


Forty-one  premises  are  registered  to  retail  ice-cream,  and  of  these  15  are 
registered  to  manufacture.  During  the  year  187  inspections  were  made  and  31 
samples  taken  for  analysis.  The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1947.  To  comply  with  these  provisions  a  number  of 
local  manufacturers  are  making  ice-cream  by  the  “  complete  cold  mix  ”  method, 
i.e.,  ice-cream  powder  subjected  to  heat  treatment  and  to  which  mains  water 
only  is  added.  Some  manufacturers  have  obtained  suitable  equipment  for 
pasteurisation. 

A  summary  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  is  as  follows 


No.  of  samples  taken— 31. 


Grade  1 
»  2 
„  3 

„  4 


—  18 
—  2 

—  9 

—  2 


The  methylene  blue  test  places  the  samples  in  one  of  four  provisional 
grades.  Numbers  1  and  2  are  satisfactory  and  numbers  3  and  4  unsatisfactory, 
particularly  grade  4.  Repeat  samples  were  taken  of  those  in  grades  3  and  4, 
and  a  considerable  improvement  was  noted 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  County  Council  have  delegated  their  powers  under  the  Infestation 
Order  to  the  Council,  with  the  exception  of  agricultural  premises,  which  are 
dealt  with  by  the  War  Agricultural  Committee.  Infestations  found  on  farms 
and  smallholdings  are  referred  to  them  for  treatment,  and  if  disinfestations  are 
being  carried  out  on  adjoining  private  or  business  premises,  the  pest  officers 
of  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  co-ordinate  to  carry  out  their  treatments 
at  the  same  time. 
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Local  authority  premises,  such  as  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works,  are 
regularly  inspected  and  treated  when  necessary.  The  analysis  of  Inspections 
and  Treatments  is  as  follows  : — 


Inspections  : 

Number  of  domestic  premises 
„  ,,  business  „ 

„  „  local  authority  „ 


inspected 

33 

33 


483 

186 

46 


Total  number  of  premises  inspected  715 

Infestations  found  : 

Total  number  of  infestations  found  116 

Analysis  of  Infestations  : 

Number  of  infestations  found  (Rats)  (Major)  ......  3 

js  jj  35  33  33  (.Minor)  .  97 

Total  number  of  infestations  of  tats  found  .  100 

Number  of  infestations  found  (Mice)  (Major)  .  .  1 

33  '3  33  33  33  (MinOt)  15 

Total  number  of  infestations  of  mice  found  .  .  16 

Treatment  : 

Number  of  first  treatments  .  .  ......  101 

33  33  second  „  .  91 


Total  number  of  ,,  .  .  .  .  .  192 


Analysis  of  First  Treatments  : 

Number  of  first  treatments  (Rats)  (Major)  .  3 

33  33  33  33  33  (MklOr)  81 

33  33  33  33  (Mice)  (Major)  .  1 

33  33  33  33  33  (MhlOr)  . 16 


Total  number  of  first  treatments  (Rats  and  Mice)  .  .  101 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment  : 

Number  of  sewer  maintenance  treatments  .  2 

Number  of  manholes  baited  (first  treatment)  .  52 

33  33  33  33  (second  treatment)  .  142 

Total  number  of  manholes  baited  .  .  194 


Analysis  of  First  Treatment ; 

Bait  base  : — Sausage  rusk  with  zinc  phosphide  (2£%) 


Number  of  manholes  baited  (actual  treatment)  .  52 

,,  „  „  showing  prebait  take  .  .  25 

33  33  33  33  complete  prebait  take  6 

33  33  33  33  partial  „  ,«  .  .  19 


Analysis  of  Second  Treatment  : 

Bait  base  Bread  mash  with  Arsenious  Oxide  (10%) 

Number  of  manholes  test  baited  (10%  of  manholes  not  included 


in  previous  treatment)  58 

Number  of  manholes  baited  (actual  treatment)  84 

„  „  „  showing  prebait  take  .  20 

„  „  „  „  complete  prebait  take  8 

33  33  33  33  partial  „  „  12 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  8 

Number  of  trough  closets  converted  into  water  closets  Nil 

Analysis  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1947  : — 

Water  closets  5,683 

Automatically  flushed  w.c’s  357 

Waste  water  closets  16 

Slop  closets  97 

Pail  closets  455 

Earth  closets  17 

HOUSING. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  580 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  911 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  256 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  311 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  76 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(a)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  9, 10  &  16  OF  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS.  1 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  169 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  102 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  &  13  OF  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuince 

of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 
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(d)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OF  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  5  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  teen  rendered  fit  Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.,  OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  .  ......  84 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  105 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  631 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  .  .  .  .  .  .  ......  43 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  40 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  161 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 

taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  Nil 

This  does  not  indicate  the  true  position  of  overcrowding  in  the  district, 
and  there  are  a  large  number  of  cases  of  which  full  details  are  not  known. 
Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  it  is  impossible  to  keep  an  up-to-date  record  of  the 
overcrowding  position  where  so  many  families  are  changing  houses,  removing 
from  or  to  the  town  every  week. 


FACTORIES. 


1— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 

AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3.  4  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

53 

55 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

246 

• 

385 

(ii.)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

4 

* 

5 

TOTAL 

303 

445 

— 

A  survey  of  factories  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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2— DEFECTS  FOUND 


"  '  '  -  . 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

k  ' 

defects  were  found 

offences  in 

Particulars 

— 

respect  of 

■ 

Referred 

Referred 

which 

Found 

Reme- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Prosecutions 

died 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were 

instituted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

15 

15 

— 

— — 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

’ 

" 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

ture  (S.3)  . 

- — - 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

2 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

■ 

(a)  insufficient 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— - 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

35 

35 

— 

— 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  CHAMPION, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Indicator  Press,  Redditch. 


